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Dear Huw,  
 
Animal Welfare (Kept Animals) Bill 
 
Thank you for your letter dated 8 February 2022 regarding the Supplementary Legislative 
Consent Memorandum (Memorandum No.2) (SLCM (No 2)) on the Animal Welfare (Kept 
Animals) Bill (‘the Bill’). 
 
Your letter informed me the Legislation, Justice and Constitution Committee (‘the 
Committee’) had considered SLCM (No.2) at a meeting on 7 February and in the 
Committee’s view it is missing information and lacks clarity. The Committee raised the 
following points: 

a) It is unclear as to which provisions of Part 1 of the Bill and Schedules 1 to 4 will 
require the Senedd’s consent. 

b) It does not explain the provisions of Part 1 or Schedules 1 to 4 in any detail. 

c) The Committee was unsure as to the numbering used in SLCM (No.2) to identify 
relevant clauses in the Bill.  
 

Response  
 
The consent of the Senedd is required for the provisions of Part 1 of the Bill, and Schedules 
1 to 4 (as amended). To address the points raised in your letter and to provide absolute 
clarity for your Committee and Members of the Senedd, I have today laid a revised version 
of SLCM (No 2). The revised SLCM (No 2), explains these provisions and also provides 
greater detail in relation to the amendments to Parts 2, 3, 4 and 5 of the Bill.  
I am also enclosing with this letter, for reference, a table setting out the clauses of the Bill as 
introduced and as now amended. I hope this will assist with your consideration of SLCM (No 
2). The clause numbering in the revised version of SLCM (No 2) laid today is consistent with 
the current version of the Bill published on 18 November 2021. 
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For absolute clarity the previous version of SLCM (No 2) laid on 7 January has been 
withdrawn and replaced by the SLCM (No 2) laid today.   
 
The revised SLCM (No 2) sets out amendments made to the Bill, as reflected in the 
reprinted version of 18 November 2021 and also refers to the issue covered in the original 
LCM laid on 22 June 2021 in relation to Part 2 of the Bill on livestock worrying.    
 
Defra Ministers have declined my request to amend Part 2 of the Bill to include the Welsh 
Ministers on the basis that they view the matter as reserved to the UK Parliament. Defra 
consider that the provisions in Part 2 of the Bill relates to dangerous, or dangerously out of 
control dogs. The Welsh Government does not support this view.  
 
Whilst acknowledging “dangerous dogs” is a reserved matter I am still awaiting a response 
from Defra Minister as to why they consider they cannot confer powers in the Bill in relation 
to the definition of livestock which is devolved to Wales. Should agreement to amend the Bill 
not be forthcoming I may recommend the Senedd withholds its consent “in part” for Part 2 of 
the Bill. This matter is referenced in the new SLCM (No 2) for your Committee’s information.   
 
Regards, 

 
Lesley Griffiths AS/MS 
Y Gweinidog Materion Gwledig a Gogledd Cymru, a’r Trefnydd 
Minister for Rural Affairs and North Wales, and Trefnydd 



 

 

AS INTRODUCED 

(8 June 2021) 

AS AMENDED 

(18 November 2021) 

Animal Welfare (Kept Animals) Bill 

PART 1 

PRIMATES 

CHAPTER 1 

KEEPING PRIMATES 

Licensing requirement 

1 Prohibition on keeping primates without a 
licence 

1 

Primate licences: introductory 

2 Primate licences 2 

3 Licensing standards and other requirements 3 

Primate licences: operation 

4 Applications 4 

5 Determination of applications 5 

6 Conditions 6 

7 Variation and surrender 7 

8 Renewal 8 

9 Death of licence-holder 9 

Inspections and fees relating to primate licences 

10 Inspections of licensed premises 10 

11 Fees 11 

Enforcement of primate licences 

12 Offences 12 

13 Rectification notices 13 

14 Revocation etc of licence 14 

Primates kept without a primate licence 

15 Directions 15 

16 Forfeiture 16 

CHAPTER 2 

SELLING AND BREEDING PRIMATES 

17 Selling primates to unlicensed persons 17 

https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/58-02/0013/21013.pdf
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/58-02/0195/210195.pdf


18 Breeding primates 18 

CHAPTER 3 

SUPPLEMENTARY AND GENERAL 

Powers of Entry 

19 Powers of entry 19 

Oversight of local authority functions 

20 Guidance 20 

21 Information 21 

General 

22 Power to extend Part 1 22 

23 Regulations under Part 1  

24 Meaning of “keep” 23 

25 General interpretation 24 

PART 2 

DOGS ATTACKING OR WORRYING LIVESTOCK 

Attacking or worrying livestock 

26 Offence where dog attacks or worries livestock 25 

Powers before conviction 

27 Seizure and detention of dogs 26 

28 Collection of samples and impressions 27 

29 Power of justice of the peace to authorise entry 
and search 

28 

Orders available after conviction etc 

30 Control order upon conviction under section 26  

 Control order upon conviction under section 25 29 

31 Destruction order upon conviction under section 
26 

 

 Destruction order upon conviction under section 
25 

30 

32 Disqualification order upon conviction under 
section 26 or breach of control order 

 

 Disqualification order upon conviction under 
section 25 or breach of control order 

31 

33 

 

Seizure and disposal of dogs in connection with 
disqualification order 

32 

34 Termination of disqualification order 33 

35 Sections 31 and 33: supplementary  



 Sections 30 and 32: supplementary 34 

36 Control, destruction and disqualification orders: 
appeals 

35 

General 

37 Crown application 36 

38 Regulations under Part 2  

39 Meaning of “worrying livestock” 37 

40 General interpretation 38 

41 Repeal of the 1953 Act in England and Wales 39 

PART 3 

OTHER PROVISIONS ABOUT KEPT 
ANIMALS 

OTHER PROVISIONS ABOUT KEPT 
ANIMALS ETC 

Export of livestock 

42 Prohibition of export of livestock for slaughter etc 40 

43 Power to make provision in connection with the 
enforcement of section 42 

 

 Power to make provision in connection with the 
enforcement of section 40 

41 

Animal welfare and retained direct EU legislation 

44 Powers to amend or revoke retained direct EU 
legislation 

 

 Powers to amend or revoke retained EU law 42 

 Taking of pets  

 Taking a dog without lawful authority etc 43 

 Power to extend section 43 44 

Importation of dogs, cats and ferrets 

45 Reduction in limit on non-commercial movement 
of dogs, cats and ferrets 

45 

46 Powers relating to importation of certain dogs, 
cats and ferrets 

46 

Zoos 

47 Zoos 47 

General Miscellaneous and General 

 Animal Welfare Act 2006: minor amendments 48 

48 Meaning of “appropriate national authority” and 
“enactment” 

49 

49 Regulations under Part 3  

PART 4 



GENERAL 

50 Power to make consequential provision 50 

 Concurrent functions in Wales 51 

 Regulations 52 

51 Commencement 53 

52 Extent 54 

53 Short title 55 

   

Schedule 1 Transitional provision relating to primates Schedule 1 

Schedule 2 Offences relating to primates: fixed penalty 
notices 

Schedule 2 

Schedule 3 Decisions relating to primates: representations 
and appeals 

Schedule 3 

Schedule 4 Powers of entry relating to primates Schedule 4 

Schedule 5 Zoos Schedule 5 
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